Secondary Phase Newsletter 
Spring 2025


(KS4 – Base 20)

Welcome back to all pupils after the Christmas break.
We hope you are all well.  There are many exciting activities planned for pupils to experience and work on across the curriculum and the overview of these is outlined below. 



                          

      English 



Below are some of the books that will be read this term and include both fiction and nonfiction.

· [image: ]The Pancake by Christina Rosetti.
· The Umbrella by Ingrid and Dieter Schubert.
· Slug in Love by Rachel Bright and Nadia Shireen
· Pass It On by Sophy Henn
· Nature Detectives by Lynette Evans
· The Great Dragon Rescue by MP Robertson


All books are accompanied by a variety of props to support enjoyment of the text.




[image: ]            Maths                             

Pupils will take part in maths activities that build on previously learnt skills and target new learning.  They will be accessing number activities to develop counting skills and recognition of number through playing number games as well as sorting/matching activities.  They will also take part in activities to use their senses, work on problem solving skills and early attention and awareness tasks.   Teachers will personalise learning activities for each pupil with personalised objectives to support small step progress.



[image: Golf]PE –Fundamental Skills of Movement – Can you kick it?  The aim is to improve students’ technique and performance in a wide range of sports and activities inlcuding foot golf, foot skittles, football, jumping, running and striking with feet.  




[image: Information On When To Plant Your Vegetable Garden]




Science – Plants.  Pupils will be exploring objects and materials related to plants, growing plants and exploring what plants need to survive.  The topic will provide a wealth of sensory exploration, through a range of activities e.g.  nature feely bags, sensory bottles, exploring the wild area, leaf collages, bark rubbings and flower pressing. 



[image: ] PSHE/Citizenship – Emotions. For some pupils there will be a range of activities and resources that will support them in understanding the emotions of themselves and others. For other pupils PSHE will focus on areas such as Musical Interaction, Sensology or drama games. 

[image: Painting with Balls: How to Easily Combine Kids Art and Science]Art –Journeys.   This module will look at a range of sensory exploration activities.  There will be opportunities to paint with a range of equipment such as cars and rollers, balls and tools.   Smell and sound will be incorporated into the lessons to support the sensory aspects of the curriculum as well as some favourite stories.  Pupils will work with a range of media to produce art in a painted welly walk, a painted feet walk, art in sand and sensory umbrellas. 


[image: Free Clipart Images]Performing Arts – The Wizard of Oz.  Through a range of multi-sensory activities, pupils will explore aspects of putting on a performance and then practice their finished wok before presenting it to their peers.


[image: A shovel and root with a plant

Description automatically generated]Horticulture – The Growing Process.  This involves using tools safely, cleaning and storing the tools as well as preparing a planting site, planting seeds, planting bulbs and taking cuttings. Pupils will then take part in caring for the growing crops, harvesting early crops and then marketing and selling. 


[image: 1,415,500+ Cartoon Food And Drink Stock ...]Food Technology - Drinks and Simple Meals. Pupils will have the opportunity to make their own lunches for part of the week as well as taking part in other aspects of food preparation and presentation such as laying a table, using kitchen equipment safely and making a variety of drinks. 




[image: A flag flying in the air

Description automatically generated]Cultural Studies - The focus for this term is The United States of America. Pupils will be encouraged to develop an interest and curiosity in the differences between themselves and people living in USA and between England and USA. They will explore environmental and geographical similarities and differences as well as climate and weather. Family life, food, music and religion will be looked at and experienced though a range of multi-sensory activities. 



[image: ]
Computing – Computer Science.  This will incorporate all aspects of experiential ICT such as listening, cause and effect, looking/ tracking and scanning, reach and touch. There will be the opportunity to take part in a range of activities to control devices at the level appropriate to the pupil’s learning and may include use of hardware such as Bee Bots, remote control cards, sound beam, and switch toys.


[image: Tiger Pictures | Download Free Images ...]
Business and Enterprise – Life on Land.  Pupils will be focusing on the careers element of Enterprise in relation to sustainable development and sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems to enable the protection of threatened species. The sessions will culminate in the pupils running an Easter market with pupil made items for sale.  Dates and invites to follow.  


[bookmark: _Hlk112840178] 
[bookmark: _Hlk112835461][image: Dog running in snow]  Hobbies and Careers – Over this academic year all pupils will visit the local community, wider community and focus on an activity within school, taking a term for each. This will include dog walking and walking locally, a walk in Apley Woods and either film making, active games or relaxation/yoga.  A record of all experiences are then collated over the year and this builds year on year.
















Snacks – We ask that all parents of children who eat a snack in school contribute £10 towards the snacks for this term please.  We continue to offer a variety of healthy snacks (appropriate to individual needs) including fruit. 

Messages to the class teacher can be sent via the Home School Diary.  It is lovely to hear what pupils have been doing at home in the evenings and over the weekend as this can be a cue to communication in class.

Don’t forget to check out the Parental Links Support button on our website. Here you will find lots of information around E Safety and how to stay safe online.  

We wish  you all a lovely Spring Term 
from Mandy James (Head of Secondary Phase),  Claire Beckett (Senior Teacher) and all the secondary phase teachers and supporting staff.
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